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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

1st Annual MASAE Annual Conference & Exhibition – Upbeat, Well Attended, and a Winning Event!
Over 170 association executives and industry suppliers attended the 1st Annual Mid-Atlantic Society of Association Executives Annual Conference & Exhibition on December 8 and 9 at the Tropicana Casino & Resort in Atlantic City. Here’s just a few of the comments received:
“Scott Friedman was pleasant, engaging, entertaining, and useful for my daily life. Excellent speaker!’

“Really got a lot of value out of Ed Rigbee’s presentation.”

“I got many great new ideas and contacts by attending this conference.”

“The speed networking session was fantastic! Best way to initially meet new suppliers and then engage with them at their booths.”


“I was able to refocus my efforts in membership recruitment and retention.”

“The best, most valuable networking event all year – every year.”

The conference theme of “Harnessing the Power of Many” was carried through the two day event with networking and educational opportunities that enhanced attendees’ abilities to increase their knowledge and contacts with their association peers and valuable industry suppliers.  

A highlight of the annual conference included a first-ever “Speed-Networking Supplier Showcase.”  This fast and fun event held on Wednesday afternoon, in advance of the evening gala reception, was the “ice breaker” to engage all attendees to meet and learn what new products and services are available to association executives and meeting planners.  In addition, conference attendees were entered into a special drawing to win an IPAD and Trish Casey of Carlin Management was the lucky winner. 

Winning was another highlight of the conference as attendees were able to try their luck and their keys to open four treasurer chests filled with great prizes.  Bob Waller of Association Headquarters, Eric DeGesero of Fuel Merchants Association of New Jersey William Pugh of MacIntyre Associates, and Kim Karagosian, also of Association Headquarters, won Kindles, Nooks, and free 2011 conference packages.  Conference exhibitors also generously donated over 25 prizes to attendees including the Grand Prize of five $200 gift cards to The Walk outlet shops provided by the Atlantic City Convention and Visitors Authority.  
Keynote Speaker, Scott Friedman, brought humor and insight with his keynote, The Best Way to Predict the Future is to Create It and tickled attendees’ funny bone while helping them find new ways to grow creativity and nourish team spirit in their organizations.  The closing session on Giving Members More ROI with Ed Rigsbee was filled with dynamic tools to identify the actual member value associations are providing to their members on an annual basis, and to deliver more members and keep them.  There were nine thought-provoking workshops on:


Association Finance 201 – evaluating your associations’ risk tolerance




in this economic market



Technologies to Simplify Your Association Life



The Motivation that Drives Members



Using Humor 



Assessing Your Association’s Brand



Impacting Public Policy on a Shoestring Budget



How Associations Survived Brutal Economic Conditions



Using Data to Accelerate Your Decision Making



Improving Your Personal Communications

Many of the presentations will be available on the members’ area of MASAE’s website at www.midatlantic-sae.org. Our thanks to a terrific group of session speakers:  Mark Adkins, Scott Briscoe, Kim Karagosian, Greta Kotler, Jack Levitt, Angelika Lipkin, Louis Monnoleto, Margaret O’Meara, Don Pendley, Brian Riggs, Sherise Ritter, David Smith, Lisa Trofe, and Amy Williams.  
Special thanks to the Tropicana Casino & Resort for hosting a fabulous Networking: Reception at FIN, the newest hot spot and restaurant in The Tropicana Casino & Resort.  
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